
Life and experience: proverbs 

Proverbs 
A proverb is ;] short statement usually known by many peop le. It states something that is 
common experience or gives advice . Here are some examples. 

you say you mean 

Absence make~ t he h eart grow fonder. Being apart from someone you love makes you love them more. 

Actions speak lo ude r than word s, What people do is more important than what t hey say. 

The re 's n o p o int l it's no good cryin g There's no point in getting upse t over something bad that"s 
ove r spilt milk. happened when you can't change it. 

Do n't put all your e ggs in o ne basket. It is not a good idea to put a ll your effortS or a ll your money 
into one project as. if it fails, you may lose everything 

Many hands make light work. A job is done quickly and easily if plenty of people help. 

Blood is thicke r tha n wate r, Family relationships are nronger than any other relationships. 

B H a lf prove rbs 
There are a number of prove rbs, which we often use on ly half of. The endings are so familiar 
that it isn't necessary to say them . Here are some examples. 

you say ending of proverb you mean 

Too m a ny coo ks spoil the broth. If too many people work on something, they 
will spoil it 

Pe ople who live in shouldn't throw stones. People shouldn't criticise other people for 
gla ss ho uses faults t hat they have themselves. 

It's t he las t straw that breaks the camers back. Something is the last in a series of unpleasant 
events. and which finally makes you feel that the 
sltuallon cannot continue. 

While the cat's away, the mice will play. When the person in authority is nOt there. 
other people will not do what they should do. 

Take care o f t he and the pounds will take If you don't waste smal l sums of money. you 'll 
pe nnies/pe nce care of themselves. end up with plenty of money. 

Birds of a feathe r flock together. People who have similar characters or interests 
will often choose to spend time together. 

A bird in the hand is worth twO in the bush. It's be tter to keep what you have rather than to 
risk losing it by trying to get more. 

The grass is always on the other side of the Other people always seem to be in a better 
greene r fence. sirua!ion than you. 

All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. Someone who spends all their time working 
becomes a boring person 
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Exercises 

29.1 which proverbs do these pictures make you think of? 

29.2 Can you find a proverb on the left-hand page rhat contradicts each of these proverbs? 

1 Too many cooks spoil the broth . 
2 Opposites attract. 

3 OUI of sight, out uf mind. 

29.3 Write the fir st b its of these proverbs - the bits that we usuall y use. 

1 and the pounds wi ll take care of themselves. 
2 on the other side of the fence . 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

makes Jack a dull boy. 
shouldn't throw stones. 
is wonh two in the bush. 
floc k roger her. 

.. ....... ....... .. ........ the mice wil! play. 
that breaks rhe camel's back . 

29.4 What proverbs could you use in these situations? 

Your brother's girlfriend is going abroad for six months. He is afraid that she will lose 
interest in him while she's away. You CQuid say: 'Don't worry. 

2 A friend thinks that he will not geT a joh hecause the boss's nephew is interested in t he 
same position . You agree: • 

3 Three friends offer to help you build a new shed. You say : Thanks! 

4 YOll are diKm.sing tWO friends: Bob who is full of grand promises and Ben who says little, 
hut is always very willing to help. You could say: 'I prefer Ben ........ ....... ........ ... ........ . .... ...... ....... .. ...... .. ... . 

5 A friend of yours is very upset that he has scratched his new car. You could sa y: 'Don't 
make such a fuss. 

6 Your brother is thi nking about tesigning from a not very well-paid job in order to spend 
time looking for something better. You think he would be hetter to find a ne .... · job first. 
You say: ' 
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