248 Should, were, had, and inversion

The following types of clause are rather formal.
Sk g
A We can use should in an if-clause to talk about something that might possibly
happen.
If you should fall ill, the company will pay your hospiral expenses.
If I should be chosen as your representative, I would do my best for you.
More neutral would be If you fali ill, ... and If I was chosen ... .

We can also use happen ro.
If you (should) happen to fall ill, the company will pay your
hospital expenses.

B Sometimes we use were instead of was. > 231C
If the picture was/were genuine, it would be worth a million pounds.

We can also use were to for a theoretical possibility.
If the decision were to go against us, we would appeal.
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¢ In a condition with should or were, we can invert the subject and verb and

leave out ift
Should you fall ill, the company will pay your hospital expenses.
Should we not succeed, the consequences would be disastrous.
Were the picture genuine, it would be worth a million pounds.
Were the decision to go against us, we would appeal.

We cannot do this with was.
If the picture was genuine, it would be worth a million pounds.

(NOT Wasthepicture genuineitwonki-beworth-amitlion-pounds.)

We can also use inversion with the past perfect (Type 3, > 247).
Had you taken a taxi, you would have got here on time.
Had I not carried out the order, I would have been sacked.
But an if-clause (If you had taken a taxi) is more common, especially in

informal English.

Yuadion)

[ Look at these examples with if ... not for.
You saved my life. If it hadn’t been for you, I'd have drowned.
(= Without you, I'd have drowned.)
I'd give up teaching if it wasn't/weren't for the holidays.
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We can also use buf for. > 251B
But for you, I'd have drowned.

249 More details about if

A When and if
When we talk about the future, we use when for something that will happen

and if for something that might happen.
When the doctor comes, can you let her in? (The doctor will come.)

If the doctor comes, can you let her in? (The doctor might come.)

We use if (not when) for an unreal condition.
IfI had a credit card, I would spend even more money.
(I don’t have a credit card.)

In some contexts either when or if is possible. > 244A
1 always feel guilty whenfif I use my credit card.
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After an if-clause we can use then in the main’ clause.
If the figures don't add up, then you must have made a mistake.
If no one else has requested the book, then you can keep it for another
three weeks.

Here then is not an adverb of time. It emphasizes the link between the

condition (e.g. no one else has requested the book) and the result of the

condition being met (e.g. you can keep ir). We cannot use so in this way
(NoT e-figuresdon't-add—p—soyourmusthave madeaisia e.) !

C Short clauses

We can sometimes use a short clause with if leaving out the subject and the
verb.

I'd like a room with a view of the sea if (that is) possible.

If (you are) in difficulty, ring this number.
We can do this when the meaning is still clear without the missing words,

For if so and if not, > 28D.

D What if

We can use what if to ask someone to imagine a situation.
What if the tickets don’t arrive in time?
What if you'd had an accident?

We can also use it to make a suggestion.
What if we all meet in London at the weekend?

Suppose and supposing are used in the same way as what if. > 230
Supposing the tickets don’t arrive in time?

E Even if

We use even if to express both a condition and a contrast.
I'm going to finish this report even if it takes ail night.
(This report may or may not take all night, but I'm going to finish it.)

We cannot use even on its own as a conjunction.
NOT Fut-going tofinish-th isreport-even-it-takes-all-night.
Compare even if and even though.
Even if the rumour is untrue, people will still believe it,
(The rumour may er may not be untrue.)
Even though the rumour is untrue, people will still believe it
(The rumour is untrue.)
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750 Unless
A Unless with a positive verb is equivalent to if with a negative verb.

The club will go bankrupt unless it finds a new backer soon.
(= ... if it doesn’t find a new backer soon.)
Unless I get up when I wake, I feel tired all day.
(= If I don’t get up when I wake, ...)
We're going to have a picnic — unless it rains, of course.
(= if it doesn’t rain, of course.)

In these examples, the main clause is negative.
You can’t get your money back unless you've got a receipt.
(= You can get your money back only if you've got a receipt.)
Won't you join us?~ Not unless you apologize first.
(= I'll join you only if you apologize first.)

B We do not normally use unless meaning if ... not to express an unreal
v condition. (Falor Hom,, "o,cjfal .rff”)
If you didn’t talk so much, you'd get more work done.
If the horse hadn't fallen, it would have won the race.
(NOT Uress-the-horse-had-fallen )
s We do not use unless to talk about a feeling which would result from
something not happening.
Laura will be upset if you don’t come to her party.
Fll be very surprised if you don'’t get the job.
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T s den B ask for help.



